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BRETHREN EVANGBLI8T. 


Children's Department. 


A SUM IN AETTH1CETI0. 

There came in to our school one day 
A wbite-haired man with pleasant smile ; 

He greeted us, and sitting down, 
Said he would like to rest awhile. 

"Twas tíme to have arithmetic, 
The teacher said ; "Now all give heed ; 

Put up your books and t:ike your slates. 
And do the sum which I will read," 

Our books went in, our slates came out. 

And the teacher read the sum ; 
We tried, and tried, and tried again, 

And couldn't make the answer come. 

And then the old man said to us, 
With twinkling in his eyes, 
"Who gets the answer first sKïill have 
A sílver shilling for a prize." 

Then Tommy Dole resol ved to cheat, 

And slyly taking out his book 
When he supposed he was not seen, 

A hasty glance within he took. 

At once the answer Tommy finds. 
And "Now Ive got it, sir," he cries. 

The teacher thinks Tom worked the sum, 
And telis him he has won the prize. 

But that old man had seen it all ; 
Those twinkling eyes had watched the trick 
"Well done. my boy ! You surely seem 
To undcrstand arithmetic. 

■■líut now, before I give the prize, 
l'H let you try a harcler one : 
Another shilling you shall have 
If you can teli how this is done." 

And then, with kíndest voíce and look, 
He gently said to Tommy Dole : 
"What shall it profit yon, my lad, 

To gain the world and lose your soul ?" 

Then Tommy Dole hung down his head. 

And tast* began to (ill his eyes, 
And all the scholars wondered why 

He would not take the silver prize. 


From Pittsburg, Pa. 
I aní a little giri, and I aní not yet elev- 
en years old. As this is the first letter l 
have wrítteti antl also my first attempt of 
composing a composition, 1 will endcavor 
to do tny best. I aní a inember of the First 
Brethren church of Pittsburg and also a 
member of the Young l'copies' Society of 
Christian Kndeavor. We have lately or 
ganízed a society of* the King's Children 
of which I am president for this month. 
1 feel as though I can be kept busy now 
as I am also in the choír in our church. 
You may think I am young to be in a 
choir, but I do not take part as a stnger 
but have played the coronet for a long 
time. We have now a great many mem- 
bers for suen a young òrgan izati on and 
we are going to work hard to make our so- 
ciety one of'lhe most flourishing in Penn- 
sylvania. Hoping that all the King's 
Children Societies will pray for our suc- 
teps. I remaín, Yours Respcctfully, 

Stella Shearer. 


From Goshen , Ind . 

I will write again for the children's 
column. Mamma and my three sisters 
went to church, it is three mi les from our 
house. There is a church a half-mile 
from our house. We have church every 
two weeks. Brother J. M. Miller is our 
pastor. Papa, mamma and my three sis- 
ters belong to the Brethren church. I 
have not accepted Christ yet but I will 
when I get older. It is storming very 
hard. I will answer Miss Tilpha Sum- 
mers' question. ■ Jesús was baptized in the 
Jordon river, by John the Baptist. I will 
close by asking a question: How old was 
Jesus when he wasbaptized? Yours truly, 

Feb. 2i. Duuley Smith. 


From Montevallo, Mo. 

I will write my first letter to the Evan- 
GEL1ST. I am ten years old. My mam- 
ma and I stay alone. My papa is dead. 
I have three sisters. and one brother. I 
will answer Nettie Garland's question. 
Fill the water-pots with wàter. I will 
close by asking a question ! What is the 
first com mand ment with promise?" 
Yours Truly, 

Feb. 15. Bessie Shanahakger. 

From Glover's Gap, W. Va. 

This is my first letter for the Evange- 
li st. I am se ven years old and go to 
school every day. There is no Brethren 
church here. Our Sunday school will or- 
gauize the first Sunday in April. We live 
twentymiles from the nearest Brethren 
church. We would like to have some one to 
come here and preach for us. 

Feb. 19. Wauren M. Snyüer. 

From Oornell, HI. 

This is my first letter for the Evancel- 
ist. I go to school every day that I can. 
My teacher's name is Miss Pearl Rucker, 
I like her very much. My papa has been 
dead fi ve years. I do not belong to 
church yet. I am going to wait till I get 
old enough. I have two sisters and one 
brother. I am ni ne years of age. Mam- 
ma belongs to the Brethren church. Pray- 
er-meeting will be at our house Ttiesday 
evening. Good-bye, 

Feb. 18, Mabel Holmes. 


From Garroti, Pa. 

This is my first letter for the Evangel- 
ist. I had the sorc throat. I could not 
go to school, but I aní bttter now. We 
only have seven days' school any morè. 
I like my teacher. His name is J. E. 
Gnagey. I have three sisters and two 
brothers. Papa is night-w«tchruan on the 
B. & O. R. R. I am nine years old. 
Papa and mamma belong to the Brethren 
church. 1 will close for this time. 

Good-bye, 

Feb. 24. Bertha Lindeman. 


Conference Notes. 

OAIIFOBHIÀ STATE 00NTEEEN0E. 

On a postal card dated Feb. idth, after 
alluding to another item of business, 
Elder J. P. Wolfe says : "I have also 
found out by the secretary that yon, 
(J. W. Beer,) B. G. Frederick and my- 
self are on the Program committee for 
conference. Please prepare something at 
once and send it to the Brethren Evan- 
geli st, if you think there is yet time. 
Also send a copy to B. G. and myself." 

By reference to the report of our last 
State Conference, in the Evangelist for 
May 16, 1894, I find no statement of the 
appointment of this committee ; but as the, 
time is growing short, and as it is now ex- 
pected of me to prepare something, I hope 
that there will be room found for this as 
early as possible. 

Announcement ; — '-Next session of the 
State Conference will be held at Lathrop» 
beginning on the first Thursday of April, 
1895, and continue until the business of 
the church be proper] y attended to." 

We would urge it upon every church, 
or body of members, within this dístrict, 
to attend to this matter without anydelay. 
Please see to it at once. Appoint your 
delegates, antl if you have any business 
which you wish to bring before our Dis- 
trict Conference, or before our General 
Conference through this body, get it into 
shape as soon as possible ; and as soon as 
you can, forward a statement of your 
business to elder J. P. Wolfe, at Lathrop, 
Cal. This will help him in making nec- 
essary provisions for the meeting. Re- 
member, the first Thursday in April will 
be April 4, 1895. Fraternally, 

J. W. Beer. 

Vernalis, Cal. 


OIGAEETTES. 
Do you care to know how some of them 
are made? I think I can enlighten you. 
An Italian boy, only eight years old, was 
brought before a justice in New York City 
as a vagrant, or in other words a young 
tramp. But with what did the officer 
charge him ? Only with picking up cigar- 
stumps from the streets and gutters. To 
prové this he shuwed the boy's basket, 
half full of stumps, wàter soaked and cov- 
ered with mud. "What do you do with 
these ?" asked his Honor. What do you 
think was his answer? "I sell them to a 
man for ten cents a potind, to be used in 
making cigarettes." Not a particularly 
agreeable piece of information, is it boys? 
Still so long as there is tobaeco in the 
middle, fi re at one end and a fool at tbç 
other, what does it matter? 


